What’s Wrong with Round Robin?
Ten Alternative Ways to Help Your Students Build Reading Fluency
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FLUENT READERS – What does the research say?
“Fluency has been identified as an essential link between word analysis and comprehension of text and is considered a necessary tool for learning from reading.”  Chard, Vaughn & Tyler, 2002

	Fluent readers are more likely to…
	Dysfluent  readers are more likely to…

	… read with speed, expression and phrasing
	  … read hesitantly, word by word

	… decode words by patterns and chunks
	  … sound out words letter by letter



	… flexibly use a variety of strategies


	  … use phonics exclusively as the cueing strategy

	… be expected to self-correct


	… be interrupted whenever they make a     miscue

	  … monitor their own comprehension
	   … rely on the teacher to prompt



	  … go back and reread and cross-check if it doesn’t make sense
	  … read on whether it makes sense or not

	... comprehend what they read silently


	  … have more difficulty with silent reading comprehension


Pinnell, Pikulski, Wixon, Campbell, Gough & Beatty, 1995.  Listening to children read aloud.  U.S. Department of Education.  

Study of 1000 fourth graders found that those  who were the most fluent readers were also the best comprehenders.  Decline in oral reading fluency was marked by a corresponding decline in silent reading comprehension.  The students who read orally best also scored best in silent reading comprehension.  Students who struggled most with oral reading, even when they read with a high degree of accuracy, also had the most difficulty with comprehension.

LaBerge & Samuels, 1974.  

When students read fluently, they use fewer of their cognitive resources for decoding, and can devote more attention to comprehension.

What can teachers do? 
1. Model fluent oral reading.

2. Establish a supportive environment for reading aloud, individually and chorally.
3. Provide texts at appropriate levels of difficulty.  

4. Provide time and opportunities for repeated reading of texts.

5. Provide explicit instruction and practice in phrasing, expression, punctuation.

6. Help students develop a repertoire of self-monitoring and word- solving strategies.

7. Build automaticity with high frequency words

8. Allow wait time when a reader makes a miscue.

Word by word decoding "slows down the [reading] process and takes up valuable resources that are necessary for comprehension."  (National Reading Panel, 2000)
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1. Teacher Read-alouds   

The teacher provides a model of fluent, expressive oral reading.

Audio tapes may provide a similar function, except they do not allow for stopping for clarification, discussion and response.                                              

Read alouds provide opportunities for students to build background knowledge and “decontextualized” oral language, that is, language that is more likely to be found in written text rather than in oral speech.

Choose texts that “extend the reach” of students.

Expose students to various nonfiction genres as well as realistic fiction, fantasy, science fiction, poetry, etc.

Reread familiar texts.

Use read-alouds to explicitly teach reading strategies.  

Find read-aloud texts that connect to classroom studies.

It may be necessary to practice the read-aloud.

Don’t hesitate to stop occasionally to think aloud, make comments, ask questions, clarify ideas, invite students’ input.

When appropriate, encourage responses that make students better readers, writers, thinkers.

2.  Shared Reading
Text is enlarged so that all may follow along: charts, big books, overhead transparencies, pocket chart.
The power of shared reading is in the repetition.  Many student readers, especially struggling readers, simply cannot keep up with an adult reader on the first reading.  Therefore, it’s important to revisit the text several times for different purposes.  
3.  Partner Reading
Get a book, a buddy and a timer. Take turns reading for exactly three minutes.  You and your buddy can read from the same book or from different books.  After three minutes, stop and talk.  Partners might summarize, ask questions, make connections, etc.  
4. Echo Reading

Students repeat each phrase after the teacher or leader.

5. Guided Repeated Oral Reading

Student reads a passage aloud, receives feedback on the reading, then rereads the passage again and again until she has reached a desired level of proficiency. 
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- Choral Reading
- Poetry Readings
- Prepared Dramatic Readings
7.  Readers Theatre 

Readers' theater is a semi-staged play based on a small section of a book or story. Students use their voices, facial expressions and sound effects to turn 3-to-5 page section of text into a brief drama. The script is not memorized, but the performance must be carefully rehearsed. Often the sound effects require the devoted attention of one student. The goal is dramatic reading – either live or recorded.

Reader’s theater plays can be purchased or downloaded from a variety of sources.  Check out www.hip-books.com.

8. Karaoke Reading

Karaoke reading requires either a Karaoke machine (with a disc or two) or a computer with some downloaded Karaoke songs.

Kids read the text on a display or a screen as the appropriate music plays in the background. Often a real microphone or a microphone prop makes this seem more like the real Karaoke experience.

Websites: www.karafun.com

http://www.digitaltimes.com/karaoke/

www.karaoke.com
 9.  Explicit teaching of expression and phrasing

Experiment with different types of phrase breaks.

"They were the last people you'd expect to be involved in anything strange or mysterious, because they just didn't hold with such nonsense."
Discuss expression, tone and volume to convey meaning.

 
Draw students’ attention to the purpose of punctuation.

10.  Integrating opportunities for oral reading throughout the day
· Read the sentence that tells….

· Read the fact that you learned…

· Read the paragraph that describes…

Oral reading doesn’t have to be an event.  Even “take turns reading” is legitimate, if the students have had a chance to practice first.

Workshops or in-service presentations on oral reading fluency are available by contacting Lori Jamison at lori-jamison@sympatico.ca or Paul Kropp at paul-kropp@sympatioc.ca.





























































It should always remembered that fluency is an means toward increased reading proficiency, not an end in itself. The primary emphasis in reading instruction is comprehension; however, when students can read with fluency, they are likely to read more, read better and enjoy it more. 		














Don’t do that to me!
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